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Economic Justice Pastoral To Be in Brochure Format

In the Fall of
1986, the Bishops
of Kentucky's four
Catholic  dioceses
published a pastoral
statement  called
Faces of Poverty:
Status of the Poor in
Kentucky. In an ac-
companying letter
they wrote, “As
members of the Na-
tional Conference of
Catholic Bishops, we
have been part of
the process of draft-
ing the pastoral let-
ter ‘Economic Jus-
tice for All.” In that
document we stated
that ‘as pastors we
have seen first hand
the faces of poverty
i n O u r
midst’  (paragraph
No. 169, third draft).
Now, as the Catholic bishops of Kentucky, we invite you to see
what we have seen: the faces of poverty in Kentucky.”

Nearly twenty years have passed since Faces of Poverty
was released and Kentucky still struggles to cope with the
needs of its people, especially the working poor whose chil-
dren suffer because of lack of medical insurance while living
in substandard housing.

Now Kentucky’s bishops are continuing to invite Catholics
to “respond to the needs of the poor and powerless among
us” through the issuance of a new series of eight brochures
called Economic Justice in 21st Century Kentucky: Holding
Ourselves Accountable.

In their introductory letter found in the “Resource” bro-
chure, the bishops write, “We are called to examine the ‘signs
of the times’ and to apply the Good News of Jesus in respond-
ing to them. As the 21st Century unfolds, people across Ken-
tucky note that our Commonwealth’s economy is changing rap-
idly and deeply. They recognize that economic factors drive
many aspects of their personal and social lives.”

These brochures build on Vatican II's Gaudium et Spes,
written 40 years ago. It stated that we have “an inescapable
duty to make ourselves the neighbor of every person.”

The bishops hope “to continue the dialogue about the Gos-
pel and economics.” And so, rather than writing another long

document, “we chose this format [brochures] for easy use in
many settings.”

The “Resource” brochure contains a brief summary of the
six basic moral principals that govern economic life which
guided the development of this series of documents. In addi-
tion, there are lists of helpful websites and some print re-
sources.

The Bishops have suggested some uses for the brochures
in parishes and schools, as well as a sample format for adult
discussion and hints to foster sharing ideas and opinions in
small group settings.

Each of the other seven brochures focuses on a theme of
Catholic Social Doctrine and relates it to a specific area of life
in Kentucky for users to consider. Scripture passages and
quotes from Church documents highlight the theme of each of
these seven brochures.

In late Summer, the Conference is distributing a complete
set of Economic Justice in 21st Century Kentucky to each par-
ish and school in the State. This will include all eight brochures
in both color and black and white formats. These will also be
available on the Conference’s website: www.ccky.org.

As people find ways to use these brochures effectively, CCK
hopes they will share this information with the office so it can
be placed on the website for the benefit of others.
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“We Are All Really Responsible For All.”

Charitable Gaming in the Commonwealth

By Ed Monahan
Executive Director

Ed
Monahan

Our Catholic faith teaches that gambling is moral. Gambling be- Exeatnive
comes immoral when done in excess causing harm to oneself or others Catholic
or when it undermines the common good. Kentucky should obtain its Cfolrgferenie

of Kentucky

needed revenue from a progressive tax system, not from expanded
gambling.

Many Catholic churches and schools financially benefit from festivals and events that in-
volve gambling. One third of charitable gaming licenses issued in Kentucky are to Catholic
charities. These charities use the proceeds to invest in Catholic ministries. Churches use funds
from these events to supplement the weekly offering. Schools use proceeds to maintain lower
tuitions. But these funds are supplemental and can be an unsteady source of income.

The Church does not oppose gambling as a matter of public policy but it does oppose ex-
pansion of gambling and the further professionalization of gambling because of its harm to
the common good.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (2d edition), Section 2413 states: “Games of chance
(card games, etc.) or wagers are not in themselves contrary to justice. They become morally
unacceptable when they deprive someone of what is necessary to provide for his needs and
those of others. The passion for gambling risks becoming an enslavement. Unfair wagers and
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CCK Is A MEMBER OF
CITIZENS AGAINST
GAMBLING EXPANSION,
(CAGE) A COALITION
OF CITIZENS AND OR-
GANIZATIONS SHARING
A CONVICTION THAT EX-
PANDED GAMBLING, IN
THE FORM OF CASINOS,
RIVERBOATS, AND
VIDEO LOTTERY, WILL BE CONTRARY TO THE
BEST INTERESTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
KENTUCKY. CAGE IS NON-SECTARIAN AND
DOES NOT REPRESENT ANY POLITICAL PARTY.

cheating at games constitute grave
matter, unless the damage inflicted is
so slight that the one who suffers it
cannot reasonably consider it signifi-
cant.”

As a matter of public policy, the
Church desires a system that provides
reasonable and commonsense regula-
tion of gaming in Kentucky. It is impor-
tant that gaming operations be regu-
lated and policed to insure that chari-
ties do receive the money generated
and that the gaming is conducted fairly
and honestly.

The Office of Charitable Gaming

(OCG) within the Department of Public Protection of state government provides an important
system of oversight. The OCG’s 2003 Annual Report states, “The Office continues to seek
ways to assist the charities in gaming while policing the industry to ensure that the charities
do not fall prey to those seeking to use charitable gaming as a means to make money for
themselves and not the charity.”

Charitable gaming involves a lot of Kentuckians and a lot of money. Attendance at charita-
ble gaming events in 2003 was over 5.3 million people. In 2003, the charitable gaming money
taken at the door before payouts or expenses were deducted, the “handle,” totaled $588.4
million. The total payout statewide was $497.2 million or 85% of the statewide gross handle.
Of the $91.2 million retained by the charities, $51.3 million or 56.29% went to the works of
the charities and the remainder went for expenses of conducting the gaming.

Why is the Church opposed as a matter of public policy to the expansion and professionali-
zation of gambling in Kentucky if the Church has the largest number of gaming licenses in the
state? The Catholic Conference of Kentucky opposes expanded gambling because the social
costs are intolerable and the common good suffers in such significant ways when gambling
becomes highly professionalized.

Research shows that electronic forms of gambling (Electronic Gambling Devices --EGDs;
Video Lottery Terminals-VLTs; video poker and video keno) are especially addictive, and are
called the "crack cocaine" of gambling. It is the fastest growing addiction among young adults,
ages 30 and under. Research indicates that families and communities are hurt by for profit,

See Gambling, page 3.
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Conference Opposes Expanded Gambling;
Supports Fair and Equitable Tax System

GAMBLING

Continued from page 2.

professional gambling that occurs through casinos and VLTs. These vehicles bring about
gambling in excess with harm caused to people and communities. The American Psychologi-
cal Association recognizes compulsive gambling as a disease. The Kentucky Council on
Compulsive Gambling receives an increasing number of calls each year. If, as some predict,
1% of those who frequent casinos become compulsive gamblers, we could have 30,000
such gamblers in Kentucky. That would be a high social cost to our moral fabric.

The Catholic Conference of Kentucky, along with the Kentucky Council of Churches, and
a number of other organizations, oppose the professionalization and expansion of gambling
because:

1. Gambling should not be used as a replacement
for a just tax system that requires citizens to pay
their fair share for the state's needs. Becoming de-
pendent on gambling revenue for a percentage of
general fund dollars would be an imprudent long-
term revenue strategy.

2. Gambling does not serve as an economic stimu-

lus for a community. More accurately it drains dol-

lars from a community because some 80% of reve-

nues will come from people who live within a 50

mile radius of a casino or riverboat. It is a predatory
economic enterprise, replacing local restaurants and entertainment venues, and de-
stroying the life's work of many small local business owners.

3. Social costs have been estimated by academic economics professors, teaching at
major universities, to cost a state approximately $3 for every $1 of revenue they gen-
erate. Each pathological and problem gambler is said by social scientists to have a
negative impact on as many as 15 people.

MY KENTUCKY

A

One of the Church’s permanent principles, which constitutes the heart and soul of its
social doctrine, is the promotion of the common good. The common good is “the sum total
of social conditions which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their
fulfillment more fully and more easily.” Gaudium et Spes (1966). The human and social
damage caused by expanded, professionalized gambling undermines the fulfillment of peo-
ple. The common good is undercut.

Volunteers staff Catholic gaming. Catholic gaming events are focused on a charitable
goal, and its events are limited in duration. Professionalized gambling is an industry of a
whole other category with many damaging collateral social consequences. As a state, we
should not become addicted to gambling as an economic development device or as a
source of revenue for state needs when the odds of long-term sustainability are so problem-
atic. There are sounder ways of economic development; there are more progressive ways of
raising state revenue.

The proceeds of expanded, professionalized gambling are fool’s gold.

Kentucky Council on Compulsive Gambling
P.O. Box 4595 m Frankfort, KY 40604-4595 m 502-223-1823
Web site: www.kycpg.org = E-mail: ky@ncpgambling.org

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem:

CALL 1-800-GAMBLER®
Toll free and completely confidential. Help is available.

To schedule a speaker for your organization, call 502-223-1823 in Frankfort
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Plan Now For 2006
Catholics@theCapitol

Though the committee plan-
ning the 2006 gathering of
Catholics@theCapitol has not
set the date, it will take place
during the next meeting of the
General Assembly.

To have the greatest impact
on legislation, CCK will sched-
ule the event in late February or
early March.

Last year 100 Faithful Citi-
zen advocates from parishes all
around the Commonwealth par-
ticipated by visiting Frankfort
and taking a Gospel inspired
message to their State Sena-
tors and State Representatives.

Please begin planning to
attend the 2006 event and ask
a friend or two to join you in ad-
vocating for public policies that
reflect Gospel values.
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The mission of the Pro-
Life Committee is to advise
the Bishops of Kentucky on
matters pertaining to the
dignity and preservation of
human life in all its stages.

The Committee is
charged with examining
critical issues of the day and
encouraging cooperation
among all pro-life people.

The Committee develops
plans and programs which
will inspire the people of
God to live and give visible
witness to their faith within
the Church and in the com-
munity.

The Committee assists in
the development of a public
policy effort that advocates
for the protection of human
life in all its stages.

U. S. Bishops Urge Action on Several Issues

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) recently unveiled campaigns on is-
sues ranging from peace in the Middle East to justice for immigrants. They also address compre-
hensive health care reform, ending the use of the death penalty, and the development of U.S.
policies that foster economic and social development for people living in poverty throughout the
world. Finally, a campaign to provide facts about legal abortion aims to keep Catholics well-
informed on this important human life issue.

International Campaigns

+ Catholic Campaign Against Global Poverty: www.usccb.org/sdwp/globalpoverty/
Working with Catholic Relief Services, USCCB invites Catholics to focus on three areas of U.S.
economic policy: a] trade policies that overcome poverty and promote human development; b]
supporting effective aid programs that foster long-term development and empowerment of the
poor; and c] eliminating the debt of the poorest countries to reduce poverty and promote hu-
man dignity. This campaign is rooted in Jesus’ special concern for the “least” among us.

¢ Catholic Campaign for Peace in the Holy Land:
www.usccb.org/sdwp/international/holylandpeace.htm
This unprecedented interreligious initiative engages Jewish, Christian and Muslim religious
leaders and communities in a coordinated effort to promote a just peace in the Middle East.
This campaign flows from the call of Christ to be peacemakers. Peace in the Middle East is
essential to stabilization of the whole region, reducing the indescribable suffering of both the
Israel and Palestinian peoples. The Catholic Church can make a unique contribution to this
effort due to its strong relationship with local Jewish, Muslim, and Christian leaders.

National Campaigns

¢ Health Care For All: www.usccb.org/sdwp/national/health1.htm
In the debate about health care insurance, the bishops ask that policy makers keep in mind
the following criteria and apply them to policy proposals: a] respect for life — whether the pro-
posal preserves and enhances human life from conception to natural death; b] priority con-
cern for the poor — are the health care needs of poor persons given priority and will they re-
ceive quality health care; c] universal access to comprehensive benefits, i.e., benefits suffi-
cient to maintain and promote good health; and d] pursuing the common good and pursuing
pluralism — whether the religious and voluntary sectors are involved in all aspects of health-
care and do proposals respect the ethical and religious values of consumers and providers.

+ Justice for Immigrants: A Journey of Hope. The Catholic Campaign for Immigration Reform:
www.usccb.org/mrs
The immigration system is broken and badly needs repair. Comprehensive immigration reform
is the goal of this multi-year campaign which has several objectives: a] to educate people
about the benefits of immigration to the nation; b] to strengthen public opinion about the posi-
tive contributions of immigrants; c] to advocate for just immigration laws which promote legal
status and legal pathways for migrant workers and their families; and d] to organize Catholic
legal service networks to help immigrants access the benefits of any reforms. The bishops
want to try and change the law “so that immigrants can support their families in dignity, fami-
lies can remain united, and the human rights of all are respected,” stated Cardinal Theodore
McCarrick when announcing the campaign.

¢ Catholic Campaign to End the Use of the Death Penalty:
www.usccb.org/sdwp/national/deathpenalty/
Support for the use of the death penalty has diminished, especially among Catholics, as re-
ported in the last issue of WITNESS. About this campaign, Gail Quinn, Executive Director of the
Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities, said, “This cause unites our pro-life and social justice convic-
tions in defense of human life and dignity. We are called to respect human life in all stages,
and in all circumstances. | hope that Catholics will increasingly speak to their belief that the
use of the death penalty in this nation must cease. We pledge to be an integral part of carry-
ing out this campaign.”

¢ Second Look Project: www.secondlookproject.org
The bishops want people to have good information. This campaign presents basic facts about
legal abortion that much of the public does not understand and encourages people to take a
“second look” at their views on abortion. This project is innovative because it presents the
facts about legal abortion and lets them speak for themselves. The Second Look Project of-
fers information to help people make informed decisions based on fact rather than emotion.
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Pennsylvania Does it Right

' In May 2001,

Harry ‘ﬂ Pennsylvania ap-

Borders & proved an educa-

Executive g tion bill that was
Director

signed into law
. and created the
first education tax
credit that benefited both the public and
non-public schools in the state.

Several states have enacted legislation
that granted tax credits to individuals whose
donations to scholarship organizations cre-
ated opportunities for needy parents to
send their children to a school of their
choice.

The Pennsylvania model targeted the
business community by necessity since the
Pennsylvania Constitution prohibits the indi-
vidual taxpayer from claiming such a tax
credit.

As it turns out, the business community
adopted the new tax credit immediately and
to this day the same companies, which
number some 1,200 strong continue to par-
ticipate in the program.

The original cap for this tax credit was
set at $30,000,000 per fiscal year with
$20,000,000 being targeted toward schol-
arship organizations to benefit non-public
school students and $10,000,000 of the
aggregate amount to benefit the public
schools.

A business firm with a tax liability to the
state may claim a tax credit not to exceed
75% of the amount contributed during the
taxable year by the business firm. Such
credits may not exceed $100,000 annually.

A scholarship organization is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization, which distributes at
least 80% of its annual receipts to a schol-
arship program designed to provide tuition
to eligible students to attend a non-public
school. Each Catholic diocese participates
in this important program as well as many
other religious and non-religious groups.

An educational improvement organiza-
tion is defined as a 501(c)(3) non-profit or-
ganization, which distributes at least 80% of
its receipts as grants to a public school for
innovative educational programs.

Public schools have used their share of
the funds for programs normally not funded
by state and local taxes. Since the tax cred-
its were on a first come first serve basis,

KLEA

there was much interest in increasing the
cap so that other businesses could join in
since none of the original firms had dropped
out. Later legislation has raised that cap to
$40,000,000. Firms that donate a second
and succeeding year are eligible for a 90%
deduction and our information indicates
that both public and non-public schools
claim all of the fund available in any given
year.

In recent years, Arizona and Florida have
enacted business tax credits similar to
Pennsylvania’s and all three are recognized
as states to emulate, as well they should be,
since the programs work extremely well.

There is a secondary benefit for the
State of Pennsylvania that officials describe
as unintended, but nonetheless, welcomed.
To some extent the business tax credit acts
as a recruiting tool to help bring industry to
Pennsylvania and it is believed to encour-
age existing businesses to expand within
the Commonwealth since the credit is busi-
ness friendly indeed.

The contributions to schools, both public
and non-public, help assure a well-educated
workforce that industry needs to compete in
today’s economy. For years businesses
have praised the Catholic schools for send-
ing them well-educated workers ready to
contribute immediately or detour through
college or technical school to enhance their
ability to satisfy a business need. Arizona
and Florida may share the same recruiting
benefit but | don’'t” know that for sure.

KLEA’s interest in school choice issues is
central to what we do. Our founding in 1991
by Kentucky’'s Catholic Bishops mandates
that we advocate on behalf of our schools to
procure State and Federal funds so our
schools may thrive for future generations.

To date our efforts include securing
$30,000,000 in bus subsidies and several
victories in the legislature that benefit our
parents, students and schools.

But the real measure of legislative suc-
cess will be the enactment of a school
choice measure that sixteen states now en-
joy and a large number of other states are
working on.

The KLEA Advisory Board is now working
on ideas that are seeds which we nurture to
produce a rich harvest for all involved in
Catholic education.

Catholic Conference

Education Committee

Covington
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Owensboro
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James Mattingly

The Education Committee of
the Catholic Conference of
Kentucky is a statewide advi-
sory committee to the Ken-
tucky Roman Catholic Bishops
which

+ Identifies educational is-
sues of importance relat-
ing to Catholic schools,
public schools and lifelong
religious formation;

¢ Plans and networks the di-
rection of Catholic educa-
tion in Kentucky;

¢ Serves as a resource to the
CCK Executive Director on
the legislative and legal
issues affecting all educa-
tion in Kentucky.
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Catholics throughout Kentucky have joined the
Catholic Conference in advocating for government
policies that reflect Gospel values. Please add
your voice in asking legislators to work for the
common good

of all Kentuckians.

Become a Catholic Conference of Kentucky
Faithful Citizen Advocate.

http://capwiz.com/ccky/mim/signup/

Sample Bulletin Announcement

The Catholic Conference of Kentucky is the public policy arm of the four Kentucky Bishops. They have created an advo-
cacy network, a tool to help effect change in Frankfort and Washington by bringing Gospel values and the Church's teach-
ings on social justice and a consistent ethic of life to bear on public policies. Your voice and the voices of Catholics across
the Commonwealth are important in this effort to advance the common good. When you sign up for this service, you will
receive periodic alerts about opportunities to communicate with your legislators. The service is free and you can unsubscribe
at any time. With each legislative alert, you choose whether or not you wish to communicate on a particular issue. This is an
easy way to have the opportunity to exercise one’s faithful citizenship in a very concrete manner. To sign up or to find more
information about the Catholic Conference of Kentucky, log on at www.ccky.org.
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Kentucky League for
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Opportunities For Life
502-223-5330




